
THE FRIENDS OF  
BLANDFORD COMMUNITY HOSPITAL 

SUMMER UPDATE 2023         

The Friends of Blandford Hospital is 75 this year! 
 
This year, The Friends of Blandford Hospital celebrate its 75th anniversary – we are all so excited to be achieving this milestone birthday - and 

in the same year as the NHS celebrates its 75th too! 
 

In the centre pages of the newsletter, you will find more information on the formation and history of the Friends and our achievements, and we 

hope you will find the history and photographs of interest.  
 

Each year, but especially on these milestones, all of us at the Friends are incredibly 

proud when we reflect on the brilliant support that is offered by our charity; not only 

the contributions we make to the hospital itself, but also the support we are able to 

offer the local community, whether it is supporting local groups or the fantastic 

services we are able to offer, it all brings us immeasurable satisfaction to know we are 

helping to make a difference and ease the lives somewhat of the community we  

live in.  
 

Of course none of our services, or even our charity would run without the hard work 

and dedication of our volunteer team who genuinely amaze us each day with their 

willingness to support us. Whether it is being on the charity’s Council, working in one 

of our charity shops, taking patients to hospital appointments, and driving or escorting 

on our shopping and social trips, we really do have a team we can rely on, so I would 

like to take this opportunity to say a heartfelt thank you to them all. 
 

We are delighted that in our 75th year we can take the opportunity to say a big thank 

you to our volunteers in person too, as we are holding a 75th celebration event for all 

our volunteers in the summer in Durweston Village Hall. It is always a pleasure to get 

together and for the volunteer team to meet. 
 

To widen the celebrations we would like to invite you, our members to join us at our 75th anniversary ticket only event at the Sealy Suite in the 

Crown Hotel, Blandford Forum. This will take place on Saturday 11 November and promises to be a wonderful event which will include fantastic 

entertainment, a delicious three course meal and a drink or two! Tickets for this event will be open to our wonderful members and to the staff of 

Blandford Hospital. While the event is still being finalised, if you are interested in joining us for what should be a great night, then please contact 

us on 01258 450095 and we will be delighted to register your interest as we envisage the tickets selling very quickly! 

 

THE FRIENDS OF  
BLANDFORD COMMUNITY HOSPITAL  

Charity No. 800482 
Milldown Road, Blandford Forum, Dorset, DT11 7DD 

Tel: 01258 450095 (General Office)     01258 451456 (Shops and Fundraising) 
www.friendsofblandford.org.uk



Hello Friends! I cannot 
believe we are already in 
July! In quick succession, 
the large cherry tree at the 
front of the hospital 
blossomed, the doves in 
the hospital courtyard had 
their babies, and now 
none of us are in any 

doubt that summer is finally here.  
 
We really enjoyed celebrating the 75th birthday of 
the NHS. Iʼm sure I speak for many on site when I 
say itʼs great working in the NHS. Itʼs a tough job that 
brings its own rewards in serving you all, and Iʼm 
proud to be a part of it.   
 
Iʼve settled into my post as Matron and have to say 
itʼs been one of the best decisions. Blandford is such 
a lovely site and Iʼm so happy to now be a part of the 
team here. Thank you for welcoming me.  
 
The ward has seen a lot of changes this year with 
new staff employed and new processes put in place 
to help us support our acute colleagues and get 
patients out of the bigger hospitals and into our care 
where appropriate. We have a new Senior Ward 
Sister who is learning the ropes fast and having a 
hugely positive impact on the team and service as a 
whole. The ward team have been focusing on 
looking at how we do things, what we do well, what 
we can improve on and how we can collectively 
achieve all we need to for our patients. Complaints 
are low, patient satisfaction is high and our other 
quality markers tell us we are doing a good job, so 
we are really pleased with how itʼs all going. We 
recently submitted our data to be reaccredited for the 
Gold Standard Framework accreditation for end of 
life care, and eagerly await the news at the end of 
the summer to find out how we did.  We are also in 
the process of recruiting a GP to work with us on the 
ward alongside our wonderful Geriatrician Dr 
Richards and our 2 Advanced Clinical Practitioners.

The treatment room and OPD department have been 
busy too, providing the excellent service they are well 
known for. I had the pleasure last week of carrying out 
an audit in the department whilst a procedure was 
taking place, to make sure we are dotting every ʻiʼ and 
crossing every ʻtʼ and, was not surprised at all to note 
that all is as it should be. 
  
The MIU department remains busy despite being 
open on Mondays and Wednesdays only. In fact, on 
occasion, patients are showing up on days when we 
are closed and we are having to redirect them to other 
services. So just a gentle reminder, please do call 111 
if you are unwell and they will advise you the best 
place to go, and can book you an appointment at 
Blandford (if we are open) or at another site. A wasted 
journey when you are unwell can add unnecessary 
delay and distress for you. 
 
We are blessed to have so many experienced and 
long serving staff within our walls, who use their 
collective knowledge and experience to deliver the 
very best care for all, and in such a kind and 
compassionate way. This month we said goodbye to 
one of our longest serving colleagues, who worked for 
us at Blandford for 39 years! It was wonderful to see 
the whole hospital come together to form a guard of 
honour, to thank her and wish her well for her next 
steps. 
 
Daily, I witness examples of staff going above and 
beyond for anyone they encounter, but I canʼt mention 
going ʻabove and beyondʼ without mentioning Eileen, 
our one and only volunteer, who recently won the King 
and Queens Coronation award for volunteers, for all 
her dedicated service. The ward team are so proud of 
her and thankful to have her input on the ward. If 
anyone is interested in volunteering, we do have a 
dedicated team to support and train volunteers so 
please do get in touch. 
   
On a final note, please do take care in the hot 
weather, stay hydrated, remember your hand hygiene 
and try to stay out of the sun too much. 
 
And thank you for your ongoing support. It is always 
appreciated.  
 
Annette 

MATRON’S REPORT

Dorset Healthcare Trust with Blandford Community Hospital 
Outpatients Department would like to thank The Friends of 
Blandford Community Hospital for their very generous 
donation of our new OCT scanner (Optical Coherence 
Tomographer) This equipment will help provide a  
comprehensive ophthalmic service to patients from 

Blandford and the surrounding areas. This enhanced scanner will improve the quality of care and ease of patient 
access to this essential investigation for conditions such as glaucoma, retinal degeneration and diabetic 
retinopathy from very early stages, helping to diagnose, monitor and prevent further deterioration.Blandford staff 
have already attended The Royal Eye Infirmary at Dorset County Hospital for training forging further links which 
greatly benefits the Outpatients Department and this will hopefully lead to further clinics and treatments being 
available. Thank you once again to The Friends for your support which is much appreciated by patients and staff

‘L-R Vicky Cadec – Senior Sister DSU/ OPD, Koli Pluck, 
Steve Cole, Linda Prior, Mac McLaughlin – Friends 
Board members, Sue O’Donnell – Nursing Assistant’
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WE NEED YOUR HELP 
 

Community Services 
 

Could you offer a few hours a week? 
 

We run an extensive transport scheme, 
taking clients to and from medical 

appointments – fuel expenses reimbursed 
 

To keep up with the demand we need more 
drivers to keep this vital service running 

 
We also run a minibus which we use for 

shopping trips and social trips.  Again, we 
are looking for minibus drivers and escorts 

 
WE NEED YOU NOW AND  

REMEMBER YOU MAY NEED US  
ONE DAY 

 
MINIBUS SHOPPING 

 

We currently have spaces on our minibus 

for shopping.  If you have no other way of 

getting to a supermarket and can 

independently go around the shop, we may 

be able to offer you a space on our bus on 

a Thursday morning/Thursday afternoon or 

Friday morning.  We pick up from various 

locations – it goes without saying both our 

driver and escort are there to help put your 

shopping on the bus and into your house, if 

you so wish?
Lisa Deverell  

 
Community Services Manager 

 
01258 450095 / dhc.friends.blandford@nhs.net 

Community Services
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The Blandford School Annual Award 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each year the Friends of Blandford Hospital 
present an award to the pupil who has worked 
hard to promote a healthy living philosophy 
within the school. This award was presented to 
Freya Rodd who is a now ex-year 13 student 
and has moved on to study Speech Therapy at 
the University of Essex. Well done Freya!

 
 
 
 
 
MEET THE VOLUNTEER… 
 
Name: Mary Clacy 
Occupation: Retired Primary School Teacher 
How long have you been a volunteer: Around 25 
years 
What does your role involve: Sorting and pricing 
bric a brac 
Hobbies and interests: Reading, gardening, 
researching donated items 
What is your favourite part of being a Volunteer: 
Interacting with fellow volunteers and never knowing 
what is going to turn up next! 
Which famous person would be your ideal 
customer: Maureen Lipman. As a volunteer in a 
fictional Charity Shop for her to experience the  
real thing 

Who would be your ideal dinner party guest? 

Adam Henson (farmer and television presenter) 

Having a background in agriculture I feel that he 

would be a most interesting dinner guest! 

 SHOP LOCAL!
 

Support our charity shops in Blandford and 
Sturminster Newton – good quality bargains are 
always guaranteed! Find us at: 
 
Barnack Walk, Blandford Forum 
Open Mon – Fri 10am – 4pm 
Sat 10am – 1pm  
 
Station Road, Sturminster Newton 
Open Mon – Fri 10am – 4pm 
Sat 9.30am – 12.30pm 
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Save the Date!  
 Saturday 11th  

November 2023 
 

Join the Friends for an evening of 

celebration at the Sealy Suite, Crown 

Hotel, Blandford Forum 

 

Tickets will be on sale soon  

 to register your interest please call 

  

01258 450095  

or email  

dhc.friends.blandford@nhs.net 


